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Mr. MORTON Mid: Mr. Chairman, I have long desired

lo obtain the Door, and have at last succeeded. I made an

ineflectual effort some week* past, in order to make an expla¬
nation ; yet that favor could only be awarded by the unam-

mmu consent of (he House : one gentleman dissented, and I
failed. I regretted it the leu, however, from the fact that, by
the rules of the House, a* I could only obtain the tloor by
unanimo.:* content, ao I could hold it only by the same con-

aeut.jaod therefore might, and probably would, have been cut
off in the midst of what I might have intended saying. We
are now in Committee of the Whole on the slate of the
I'ltn a, where full latitude of delate is allowed.where I
.hall have "sea-room" to define my position personally, ar;d
where I shall also have an opportunity, briefly but explicit¬
ly, to declare my opinions upon those great questions which
agitate not only this House, but the country.

Mr. Chairman, this is the first deliberative body of which I
have ever been a member. This circumstance alone, perhaps
might furnish a sufficient excuse for spying a few words in
explanation of my position; but when, superadded to this, a

gross act of injustice has been done me by a newspaper pub¬
lished in this city, and known as the " Republic," gentlemen
uii a.l aides will admit I have not only an excuse, but a jus¬
tification for the remarks I am about to submit.

In commenting upon the constitution of the committees of
the House, that paper thought proper lo express itself thus in
relation to the Committee for the District of Columbia :

[Mr. M. here read the extract, setting forth that the Speak¬
er had appointed on that Committee four Locofocos, three
Whigs, one Free-Soiler, and Mr. Mohto*, of Virginia.]
Now, (continued Mr. M.,) I acknowledge no right in any

man of any party, atill less do I acknowledge the right of any
editor of any paper, to define my political position. Since
the time I tccam? entitled to the right of suffrage, I have cast
seven Presidential votes. The fiist I ever gave was for Wil¬
liam H. Crawford, of Georgia; the last was for Zackary
Taylor. The intermediate votes were for those candidates
who were run by the Whig party in my own State and in
the nation ; and I ask, if political opinions are to be defined
by voles given in Presidential elections, how many members
on this fleer (yea, if the editors ol'the Republic) can furnish
higher evidence of fealty to the Whig party '

Agiin, as to my opinions. Whatever my opinions may
have been, I have always bad independence to avow them,
without reference to majorities or minorities; and those po
litical opinions I have entertained tor the greater portion of
my life, with a minority, but never less firmly or decidedly.

It is unnecessary to refer to many questions, now obsolete.
It is sufficient to say that, when they were living questions, f
was always fouod in the ranks of the Whig party voting for
those measures, and sustaining them with such ability as God
has given me. As regards that, which is still a living ques¬
tion.I allude to the tariff.my opinions have ever been the
same ; ar.d before that question was adopted as a part of the
creed of the Whig party in my State and in the South, 1 be¬
lieved, aa now, that, in raising revenue, we should give inci
dental protection to our own labor and industry.that it is a

system which gives to the nation independence and strength.
Why, thtn, I ask, am I to be excluded from the paie of the
Whig party by the Republic ? It can only be because, in
the recent organization of the House, I did not vote for the
nominee of the Whig caucus.

I arrived in Washington the evening the caucus was held ;
when I entered the room there was but a single member with
whom it might be said I was acquainted, and even with him
bad not exchanged a word upon the subject. To several
member* I had been introduced. Before I entered, the resu-
lution of the distinguished gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
Toombs) had been submitted, and he had delivered his
speech. I listened to the discussion for some time, and re-

quested that the resolution might be read. It was, and there¬
upon I took my ground promptly, decisively, independently.
I sustained the resolution, and, as I wish to preserve it as a
leaf in our political history, I will read it:
" Rct jf^nl, That Congress cught not to pass anv law pro-

iiibiting slavery in the Territories ot California and New Mex¬
ico, norany law abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia."

Mr. M. c mttnued. I insisted upon the passage ol'the re¬
solution i that, whilst I wa- elected as a Whig, my cons:i-
tuen's an J myself regarded the slave question as above party
questions ; tud that I believed the passage of the W'ilniot
ftrmlmt u»d the al/olition of tlurery in the District of Co-
U'ubtu involved not only the existence of parties, but the
unity of the republic. These were the grounds upon which
I sustained the resolution. I did not think that Southern
men were asking too much from Northern men, if they de
.ted ibem to co-operate in the organization of a national party ;
that they >ld satisfy us they were co-operating with friends;
that I did n it choose to unite in any organization, when the
result ot ;t would be to tnfl.ct irreparable injury upon the
i**»ulta end upon the 1'nijtj. My pisition in the reported
l>n>caeJincs of the caucus was given to my friend from
Georgia, Mr. Ow*i.) This arose from the mistake of the
escre'ary, te whom 1 attach no I Isme. And here, Mr. Chair¬
men, permit me to reinaik, upon questions which I consider¬
ed vital."tie tViinwt proviso and the abolition of slavery in
the District of Columbia.so far a« I could gather sentiment,
there seemed at tbet time to be a painful unanimity, in North¬
ern tiunds of bith parties, that these measures would be
pe*et*d and subwtUed to by the Mouth. / knew otherwise.
Mv I jvr, affectum, and devotion to the I'nion prompted me,
wHurtit hesiiati mi, to take the position whit h I considered
ndtsprn ab'v ncessary to dispel the delusion in which North¬
ern minds were shrouded.that these things could be done,
and dour niely.

And. m far from considering this to 1* a disorganizing
*/' rilt I regarded it as highly ennterrative. I believed, if the
dangers which periled the republic were known and felt
Ibicutth ut'r.ur land, the na'ional mind would be aroused,
and «be na tonal heart touched, and our glorious I'nion pre¬
served. I rne lately after the resolution and a substitute
hsi l«*en voted down, with five othir gentlemen I left the
cabcit* i tr»us washing rny hands of all responsibility for its
.rttm. Whilst I frit the torce of party ties, yet, upon a

question tnvolvtag Southern righ's and the peace of the
I litnn, pany ties were no mere to me than flaxen binds be-
l»rt th« fh»i>n>. I knew I took a responsibility in the course I
pur-oad I am willing to meet it here ; I am willing to meet
it s*wjr wVir I kn«w there we* a general expectation
aaauttg the Whigs, North and South, that the distinguished
gei.Uttaaol m Massachusetts (Mr. Wiistrrop} would be
the ix'iaintsof lbs Wnig pary. I knew that a miiority of
my c««..s'i'unita, with tbs lights thert before them, were so!i-
e.'wue to' be election. But hehevir.g, as I did, that a crisis
feed .«!*»¦! . heb»vmg ihe delusion of the Northern mind,
uuIkiAsw, would he fatal to our institutions and happiness, I
ahaatd has* seemed iyself if | could have thought of teif,
mni f'- g t!tn my enntry. I cine into public life an hone»t,
eml, I true*, a patriotic men i with the hlesstftg of (sod, I will
toes* it e» such. M country was in danger; with gallant
spirits I Hmw wfwm into the breech. I took respon*ib.lity»
tost 'to irfMMWitjp «d a patriit. If I peruh, I pertth!
The WtosS prwetae was itte greet qa**tion in my canvass.
M> ogaa .<as were br own te ro* c >r-*ti'ue<.ts. I mid* the
toUrsbso ttel M wes «s>< <wmts. as/Msf, oppre**ite,
eeaftswg >j Ito Itou'h . tis" where \ irjin.a took her stan i,

I sswwM ha fcani eat toaot.f bee attest, but her truest
sum Tins! psMlea I ben eresp < I m that p >eui >n I Maintain
Iseist isee at (Suss wne ta«e \h oe*p«r*0 of th* re-

fssfctM I M ttoa dea i «sn s*M;»t «.i uiteted is* ite *lo.
feMfuaiilNM (ieeegia, Mr *itrats»() I wished,
.I Aw wassft), te ssspKSiJ ts «c. ftshto w*t«i>ti of fetfi-
«a* I r«w J he e a* <w-, -b tot .4 m* t t: is l i it, as ar y
w>'«a> .***. it ss heM 1 tsa< e tsm ts *t »^h, l-to "haoks
¦< sreat ' d'tt sa- is n Be't have net .c»*g-*ti*o«.I ran*
teat" I arm w»4 tosys- I ss< nay stsun 'y, what I
sae the . <«ah, mt.m I t # I ntsi My twliet ¦«,
Maw I . ail he jwrpru.«(*# fu« n *¦ pr at>ed by
. s Mbeenr hwiis ia»<e»»i « f ,, at If t^>e hsed
toss eowsr whsea has as»* |,. j *4. ^>4 < »<.e. h tL»«e
¦ass a e¦ wht«4i I toe" > , * .#«. m» c*e* tiers
.e rnwa.h »h<*pht haraa>» * wi. -ti m seeesweea, | see, ft*
vseascaaesevd. aw4 'hse» w »» isa»a a»*%' aJI<*>>iw fit
laws aw <t<s«g'l, »,i Ml K i gstac. It wti, W aaeeee>i.
hat a*ss» ty a She hssa hassd li w ,.. eeassersdhy toe wkh*
toes toastir si el e wst.- I ae<t me elan w>< im
p-wa . 'he I iwssa, aast haw * k was. ». .i -w ef <ha <M«si.*
w toe 9torw«aa aaasi, «t teto*I p Tara ,he< I swtsd
agataat the dari- *wss».wl «es.u f- re M*mm fa .setts,
(Mr Wieeaeae. lis *9»«-*e 4 he H .«<« nst
that I dal ant tola*1* toai » to «»,#, a« .hat I shd t.* «w>le*s
hssa aa .** ¦toihihii a-' ¦- M .» .«pst. m*m« a

<1,estew'l 'ash ssher taat. I a* fefa «ai . sfsae* <sr«a
aetoNfc 4M ftoMMMv to* **» tefaas'ea a* « , I «mmS"
sd haagto MMlvMV to toa awsasef, tasqtfd. m a « t>aa*.
to passrd to "we the wa .at to *n « % ae 1 »i«4, m t» .

.*s saai aaad avahwaea I #< a«^ ¦wad te »e» f e a- 9*'
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liberately, wa shall find thai they are founded in justice, and
that these are do idle complaint* on the part of the South. I
ask whether there is any light more firmly guarantied in our

constitution than the right which 8outhern men have under
its provisions to reclaim their fugitive slaves * The second
section of the fourth article of the constitution read* in these
words :

"No person held to service or labor in one State, under the
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence^ ot
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim ot the party to
whom such service or labor may be due."
The immediately preceding clause of the same article (con¬

tinued Mr. M.) is in the following word* .*
"A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or

other crime, who shall tiet from justice, and be touiid in
another State, shall, on demand of the Executive authority of
the State from which he tied, be delivered up, to be removed
to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.

This right (continued Mr. M.) which a Southern man has
to claim his property is a right which has been acknowledged,
and is now acknowledged, by every intelligent man in the
nation.in the North and in the South. The demand was

to be made upon the State, and it was a demand to to made
in favor of the party claiming the property ; and, if national
legislation was not sufficient to effect it, it was the duty of
Northern men to co-operate in rendering obedience to the
provisions of the constitution. The terms of the section which
relate to fugitives from justice are the same.to be "delivered
up." It i» conceded on all sides that there has been acquies¬
cence on the pait of the North in the provision respecting
fugitives from justice ; whilst, in respect to fugitives from
labor, there has been not only resistance, but also adverse
legislation. So far frpm extending the aid which we had a

right to expect, and which our fathers who framed the con¬
stitution did expect, there has been adverse, hostile legisla¬
tion. And the question might be pertinently made why has
there been this difference in respect to fugitives from justice
and fugitives from labor * Can it be that the North, as well
as the South, is interested in reclaiming fugitives from jus¬
tice, whilst the South alone is interest in reclaiming fugi-
tives from labor } Mr. Chairman, in order to show the im¬
portance of this clause of the constitution, as conceded by
the Norihern men, I will quote a short extract from a deci¬
sion made by Judge Baldwin in the case of Prigg against the
Stite of Pennsylvania, 16 Peters. If is as follows :

* " It is historically well known that the clause in the Con¬
stitution of the United States relating to persons owing service
and labor in one State, escaping into other Slates, was to se-
cure to the citizens of the alaveholdiug States the complete
right and title of ownership in their slaves, as property, in
even State of the Union into which they might escape from the
State in which they were held in servitude. The full recogni¬
tion of this right and title was indispensable to the security nl
this species ot property in all the slave-holding States; and,
indeed, -was so vital to the preservation of th4>r domestic inte¬
rests and institutions, that it cannot be doubted that it consti-
tuteil a fundamental article, -without the adoption of -which the
Union could not have been formed. Its true design was to
guard against the doctrines and principles prevailing in the
nou-slaveholding States, by preventing them Irom intermed¬
dling with or obstructing or abolishing the richt3 of the owners
of slaves.".Prigg vs. Common-woulth of Pennsylvania, 16
Peters, p. 53'J.

That was the doctrine of Judge Baldwin upon that subject.
I wilt now read a short extract from an opinion of Judge Mc-
Lean, given in charge to a jury during the last fall, in holding
his circuit court in Indiana. In commenting upon this clause
of the constitution, he says :
"The clause in the constitution which h*s been read, and

the act of Congress in regard to fugitives Irom labor, were in¬
tended to cover the services of slaves as well as those of ap¬
prentices. From the history oj the timet, toe btio-w the recog¬
nition of this power in the States, and in this form, wa* essen-
iial to the adoption of the constitution ; and on this principle oj
compromise the compact ofthe Union wasformed.[Western
Law Journal.Judge McLean's charge iu the case ot Ray vs.
Donneli k Hamilton, Circuit Court of the United States, Dis¬
trict ol Indiana.]

I ask, Mr. Chairman, if Northern men will form their
opinions by the judgment of Northern judges ? I have quoted
the decisions of two distinguished Norihern jurists, who agree
in saying that this was a fundamental article of the constitu¬
tion, without the engrailing of which the constitution never
would have been framed. I ask if there is a Northern man
bold enough to stand up upon this fl >or and say that that fun¬
damental article of the constitution has not been trampled in
the duet ' Yes; Northern men acknowledge it is a dead let¬
ter. And why is it a dead letter ? B^caase of their hostile
and adverse legislation.

Mr. Ginmxcs interposed, and asked if the gentleman from
Virginia would permit him to ir.quire very respectfully
The Chairman. Doas the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.

Mom-ox ) yield the floor ?
Mr. Mortoiv. My time is very limited.
Mr. Giddisgs. I wished merely to ask the gentleman to

name any State which has violated that clause of the con¬
stitution.

Mr. Mobtox, (resuming ) It would be very difficult to
name any Northern State which has not violated it. You
have violated it by mobs; you have violated it by legislation.

Mr. Gibdikos. Will the gentlemin name one State which
has violated it by legislation ? "

Mr. Mortos. Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Massachu¬
setts, and many other northern States. "It would be easier to
name the exceptions than to name the States. I trust the
gentleman will not interrupt me with such inquiries as that,
when the history of the times stamps tru'h upon every word
I have said, and Northern men, who are not sunk in the depths
of fanaticism, acknowledge it.

I was going ta ask, if this was regarded as a fundamental
article of the constitution.without which, as Northern men
and Northern judges have declared, our fathers never would
have framed that instrument.if iri this day and this hour
there is less need, as a security to the South, for that provi¬
sion than there was when the constitution was adopted ' At
that time the fathers of Northern men intended, and the
fathers of Southern men expec ed, that this provision would
be honestly carried out. But of late a spirit has arisen in this
nation that has swept away this guaranty, this security for
Southern properly ; for whatever gentlemen from the North¬
ern States ma* thit k upon this question, however they may
recur to the principles avowed in the Declaration of Indepen¬
dence, and. appeal to the law of God.neither of wfeich they
read as they were intended to be read.the South look upon
their slaves not only as persons, but as property. Your
fathers acknowledged they were properly ; our fathers main-
tained they were property. Their descendants know them to
be property, guarantied by the constitution ; and all they a-k
of Northern men is fidelity, honesty in giving that security
which the constitution intended. I ask again, with what
countenance can a Northern man rise on this floor and say
that this agitation is the agitation of the South ; that this ag-
gression is the azgression of the South, when Northern men
admit that this wa« a fundamental clause, that it was the
corner stone of the constitution ' That corner-stone ruthless
hands have snatched from under the building and cast into the
sea of fanaticism. No, there is not an honest Northern min,
whose mind is not completely shrouded, who can doubt for a
moment thit Southern rights, guarantied to us by the consti-
tution, have been disregarded and trampled in the dust; and
it is not in the mouth of a Northern man to say that the South
complains unjust v.

Mr. Chairman, I will now submit a very few remarks up¬
on another que»tion that seems to disturb the consciences of
Northern men to such an ext.?nt, that, rather than not carrv
out their purposes, they would convulse the country and dis-
solve the Union. I refer to the abolition of slavery in the
District of Columbia. And here permit me to say that this
i« . question which touches the heart and probably the inter-
e.t of almost every member of my constituency, And did
they but believe that there was the determination.which be-
fore God I couiJ not doubt from the signs be fire me upon
the convening of this Congress.on the part of the Northern
numbers to abo!i»h slavery in this District, so far as the le¬
gislative action <>f Congress is concerned, there would be just
the earn* determined, unanimous resistance, at ali hazards a:.d
to the last eitremry, as if the a-wault bad been directly upon
the institution in the siavj State*.

f r, h»w doM this question stand * The District of Co-
iuio' la t»w originally ceded by the Slates of V irginia and
Maryland, lying in the roul»t of them.between them.as a
.»a' .. nst.oMl l«*g»*l»»i .n, not as a seat of national agitation,
i'foey w re then *'av4noid'ng Stat-*: they continue to be
»'a*»t. »Wing are* ; and it is regarded by my constituents,
snl a'l lie »>utb, that ihi* eseay towards the abolition of sla-
»#'» hi me District of Columbia is not only a -tep, but a di-
r~ct afgreoian upon >«»uthern institutions in the States.
I hev i *n)i up r. .t u mt only unconstitutional, but as a
' fL'jf tarh n the pa t of the Na'ional Legislature; not

.«\'y .. a h .4" lath, hut loeu'tirg to the Sou'n. Would
'»!*'» Mi l .f, I Virgata hav* ever re led the District to the
* «# *<»f»if»#nt had the slightest intimation been given

«» ¦¦ i t> ah >!ish slavery * Is the ab liti >n of slavery
'«-**(»« withe full #r.j >ym*nt of the grant* Are modern

'i <¦ - u,*n Waatwr.gUr, an J Madison? Congress has
4- * ¦ ¦¦ (. . *»* ot' legislation, but has Congress an abso-

». it '"i* , >s»«f ' Will the South ever consent that
. aas^y SMii ha al»»hab«4 in the District, whilst it exists in
M . M«i Mm! V fr«?Bsa ' That it shall be perverted from i's

siA i. -.a seat of r.iuor.al council.and converted
« . m ar I ar»«t s\ f on which enemies ^»nd madmen

> . ,' .*' ? «.*' »h« ib w*i'e» of sedition in her midst}
T *i »¦ hall t# a>l« -he grtud centra from whfch Southern
».« <: ar«y be >««i .»! by sueh as make profit from fa-

« *1 Weii i* \*», bv*w, never. Am I placing a harsh
f'WvwM** up* inteattor s of the abolitionists in regird
» j»«' . I 4* i] .* int. ad u.I do not believe I am.

w »«¦»:, Mr < "jsi'nian, a re»>Iuti>n which wis pi'aeJ
. . H -i,s# «a D" 'rah**, I a .>4. eleven years since. It

w is ¦¦*<* a sariM, a4 >pti- n >( which, it was hoped by
^.* hfjMMtfafaCa men '.I the North, would

4^da thia faasU*. Thai »r. I« in these words :

M' . . "i. 11. .* peuts ^safor the abolition of slavery in <he
&KWM -. U .».«%«» **«.! ih^ Territ»>riea «»f the United States, je»»*t ifif^i As fSMkaval <d *la»-s trim ->ne State to another^bapMtaTa pis* >+ <n» au«mi art or. toot 'o affVct the insti-

' '¦ is»n aa Use a»»«irmi (MM, »o-l tlnu indirectly to
:%at saasitai .m wiihasi tfewir limits.".(Journal Ho.uae

of Representative!, '25th Congress, third teuton, page 60, pass-ed yeas 136, nay a 6J.)
It wm presected by a Northern man, from the State of

New Hampshire. The resolution was discussed and adopted,
yeas 136, nay* 65, more than two u> one. It was declared
by a solemn vote of the House that the effort to abolish sla¬
very in this District was an indirect meant to abolish it in the
States. Northern men voted with Southern men, and voted
the truth. How, then, can Southern men be complained of
for resisting this effort now ' And how can it be alleged that
the South is too sensitive upon this question when eleven
years ago more than two to one of the House of Repiesenta-
tives declared that to be the true intention, and which the
Sou'h now feels to be the fact >

This question may probably b« more forcibly broujht to the
hearts of Northern men by supposing that, instead of Vir¬
ginia and Maryland ceding the District of Columbia to the
General Government, the "Old Biy State" had ceded ten
miles square, including the beautiful city of Boston ; that
there for forty years the Representatives o! this nation hud de¬
liberated in patriotic councils for the happiness, peace, and
prosperity of our great and growing country. Suppose that
after this bigotj in the South had discovered that the absence
of slavery was the greatest curse, and its existence would be
the greatest blessing to the North, and that this blessing
should be established in that district. Suppose this was urged
with the philanthropic view of forcing upon the North the
institution of slavery. Suppose the bigots in the South had
inoculated men, women, and children with the same feelings,
and that the 8. uth had a numerical superiority at the ballot-
box, and were resolved to make the North more prosperous
and happy at all hazards, with what spirit would such an in¬
sult and outrage upon Northern feeling be met by the de¬
scendants of the Pilgrim Fathers ! They would point to the
Heights of Bunker for the answer. The voice of the entire
North would then be, resistance at "every hazard, and to the
last extiemity."

But how far short of the actual case would this supposed
one come 1 How much more malignant and gross is the in¬
sult ' The supposed case would, if accomplished, compel no
man to purchase slaves; it would aot be to deprive the North
of tbeir fertile tieids, rich manufactories, and noble cities.
But, in the case of the District of Columbia, millions upon
mi'lione of our property is sought to be destroyed, our fields
desolated, our homes invaded, anu every thing periled which
makes life desirable. Will not every cindid roan say that this
is a sad grievance to the South ? Who can say there is undue
sensibility upon this subject ?

Permit me to read an extract from the speech of one of the
great men of the age, if not the man of the age. I read from
the speech of Henri Clat ;

"Sir, I am not in the habit ot speaking lightly of the possi-
bility of dissolving this happy Union. The Senate knows that
I have deprecated allusions on ordinary occasions to hat dire¬
ful event. The country will testify, that if there beany thingin the history of my public career worthy of recollection, it is
the truth and sincerity of my ardent devotion to its lasting
preservation. But we should bafalse in our allegiance to it,
if we did not discriminate between the imaginary aid real
dangers by which it may be assailed. Abolition should no

longer be regarded as an imaginary danger. The abolitionists,
let me suppose, succeed in their present aim of uniting Ue in-
habitants ot the free States as one man against the inhabitants
of the slave Slates. Union on the one side will beget union on
the other ; and this process of reciprocal consolidation will be
attended with all the violent prejudices, embittered pass.ons,
and implacable animosities which ever degraded or deformed
human nature. A virttal dissolution of the Union will h*ve
taken place, whilst the form? of its existence remain. The
most valuable element of uuion.mutual kindness, the f**l»
ings of sympathy, the fraternal bonds which now happily unite
us.will have been extinguishtd for ever. 0:ie section will
st"nd in menacing and hostile array against the other. The
collision of opinion will be quickly followed by the clash of
arms. 1 will not attempt to describe scenes which now hap-pily lie concealed from our view. Abolitionists themselves
would shrink back in dismay and horror at the contemplationof desolated fields, conflagrated cities, murdered inhabitants,
and the overthrow of the fairest fabric of human government
that ever rose to animate the hopes of civilized nian. Nur
should these abolitionists Aatter themselves that if they succeed
in their object cf uniting the people of the free States, theywill enter the contest with a numerical superiority that must
ensure victory. All historv and experience prove the hazird
and uncertainty of war. And we are admonished by HolyWrit that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong. But if they were to conquer, whom wtuld they con-
quer ' A foreign foe ? One who had insulted our !kg, in-
vaded our shores, and laid our country waste ? No, sir; no,sir. It would be a conquest without laurels, without glory ; a
self, a suicidal conquest; a conquest of brothers over brothers,achieved by one over another portion of the descendants of
common ancestors, who, nobly pledging their lives, their for-
tunes, and their sacred honor, had fought and bled, side byside, in many a hard battle on land and ocean, severed our
country from the British Crown, and established our national
independence. <

" The inhabitants of the slave Stales ar« sometimes accused
by tlieir Northern brethren with displaying too much rash-
ness and sensibility to the operations anu proceedings of aboli¬
tionists. But, before they can be rightly judged, there should
be a reversal of conditions. Let me suppose that the peopleof the slave States were to form societies, subsidize presses;make large pecuniary contributions, send forth numerous mis-
sionaries throughout all their borders, and enter into machi¬
nations to burn the beautiful capitols, destrov the productive
manufactories, and sink in the ocean the galiant ships of the
Northern States : Would these incendiary proceedings be re-

garded as neighborly and friendly, and consistent with the
fraternal sentiments which should ever be clierishcd b) one

portion of the Union towards another ' Wcdd they excite
no emotion, occasion no manifestations ot dissatisfaction, nor
lead to any acts of retaliatory violence ' But the supposed
case falls far short of the actual one in a most essential cir¬
cumstance. In no contingency could these capitols, manufac¬
tories, ar\d ships ris? in rebellion and massacre the inhabitants
of" the Northern States."..Mr. Clay's Speech, Senate L~. S.
lS.S'j. .Mallory's Life anil Speeches oj llenry Clay, vol. '2,

-27J.
We see here that Mr. Clay inculcated the idea that it is in

vain to aay that there is no danger to this Union from the abo-
lition movement.that union upon one side would beget union
on the other side. And as a commentary upon tha', which
is the tru^ sentiment, let me tell you, as I tell the nation,
the grand secret of the p> ril in which we are placed. We
have been told by Northern men that the abolitionists were
looked upon with scorn and contempt at the North, and we
had the as-urance of the North that they were too inconsi¬
derable in numbers to peril our position. We believed it,
and I have believed it in former times ; but although they
were small in number, and still may be small.would to
God they may become less, unM they vanish from the earth !
yet they have become sufficiency nurrerous to decide the
elections ot the North, and both political parties, Whigs and
Democrats, ha»e courted »he aid of the abolitionists, until
Northern opinion.so far as we can judge of Northern opin-ion from elections, from State resolutions, and by the posi¬tions of Northern H'>pres?ntalives upon this floor.stands
as one man, (I aey as one man, though there may be, and
I believe there are, a lew exceptions,) pledged to support
measures which we consider fatal to the South. Tell me
not of a man not being an ab olitionist who is for hastening
upon the country the abolition of shvery in the District of
Columbia, and for the passage of the Wilmot proviso; he i*
as dangerous an enemy to the South as the distinguished
gentlemen from Ohio (Mr. GinniNt;s) himself.
And this sectional union at the North, which wis achieved

by both political parties courting the votes of the abolitionists,
led to a union on the part of the South ; apd that union of
the North satisfied the South that she had to rely on herself;that the Northern allies wiu'd desert her, and desert her for¬
ever, if she would tamely, ignominiously submit to have everything swept from under her. It was a delusion ou the partof Northern men on tbi* subject.

But, Mr. Chairman, I said I had confidence in the Union.
I have, because there is too much of patriotism in Northern
hearts, there is too much intelligence in Northern mind?, (or
them ever to consummste these measures that would result
in destruction to the Union, in wrecking the bright hopes of
the world. They now believe that the South is in earnest,
and mean* to " resift tl.is aggression, at every hazard and to the
la*t ex remity and I as much believe it as I believe there
is a God in heaven ; and I say as a Whij, and I say it too
as a national roan, I want to presetve the Uniin. The Union
can be preserved alone by rendering justice to the South.

I will now, Mr. Chairman, submit my views on the Wil-
mot proviso. Whfnee the power to pass it ? The General
G >vernment is a Government of limited powers. It has nor.e
which*do not flow from the constitution as i's fountain. The
Genera! Government springs out of the c institution.or, I
should rather say, is created by it.and every otRce and func¬
tion it (>as emanates directly or indirectly from that instrument.
If the power exists, it must be by express grant, or tair im¬
plication from an express g*ant. Where is the express grant >
If it exists at all, it is under the 3d section cf the kh article
of the constitution, which declare.*, "Congrews shall have
. power to dispose of and make all needful rules and reguln-'lions respecting the terri'ory or other property belonging to
' the United States.'' By a fair construction of this clause,
the power granted " to make all needful rules and regulations"is for the territory as property; :or it is "respecting the ter¬
ritory or bther pmperty belonging to the Uni'ed States."' No
political fower is here granted ; it is only the same powerwhich is given over "other property " belonging to the United
State?. Few of the advocates of the Wilmtt proviso at this
day rest the power on this section. Driven trom this ground,
they intrench themselves under the trraty -makingpower and
the war power. I doubt not, but under either of these pow-
ers territory may be acquired.by treaty or by conquest.When thus acquired, tbere is a resulting or a necessary powerof government. But how * Not out of the constitution ;
not independent of the constitution ; not against the con¬
stitution, but under the constitution. Toe constitution ex¬
tendi over the territory. The territory is acquired by the
Government; the Government eman »t<-« f-om the constitu¬
tion, and where the Government lawfully exists, there the
coDstituiion mast be in force. But does the constitution ex-
te-,id there for the bei efit of one Stale, or half the States, or
till the Stales.» If for hall the States, to the exclusion of
the see*, then the Wilmot proviso may he constitutionally
passed. Bu: if it extends for the benefit of alt tbes States, as

equals in dignity, the Wilmot proviso ia unconstitutional, for
it appropriates the territory to half the States, to the exclu-

| hoc of the remainder. It isjno (reply to this to My, citizens
of the South may sell their slaves, or go without them, and
therelure the territory is open to them. No air, no ! North¬
ern inun know nothing of the strong attachment which exists
between the master and his slaves. Whilst they are proper-
ty, still they are persons, and so regarded by their owners,
lu addition to this feeling, by education, by habit, we are
accustomed to slave labor. It is our property, which we know
how to use and direct; and to say we, thus situated, may go
U we choose without our slave?, in to say we shall not go at
alL Would it not be insolent in the South to say to the
North, the teiritory is open to you { go, but you shall not
take your machinery, ploughs, looms, and anvils with you >
Is it expected Southern men should have less sensibility, less
feeling, lest* pride, when an indignity is offered to them ?
Suppose partners in trade were to accumulate property to

a large amount out of the common funds of the partnerehip,and by the labor of the joint partners ; suppose the majorityshould determine to appropriate the whole acquisition to tbem-
selves, would not this violate the fundamental rights of the
minority, and shock the moral sense of every honest man >
How do the cases dill'er

But, again, I hold that the General Government cannot do
indirectly what it cannot do directly. If there is a gentle¬
man on this H or who controverts this position, I refer him to
a resolution I have before me, which was passed by the House
of Representatives of the 25th Congress by a vote of near six
to one
" Resolved, That Congress has no right to do that indirectlywhich it cannot do directly.Yeas 170, nayi3l>..Jour. 125th

Congress, 3d sess. puje 62.
Well, then, I ask, if a constitution is presented to Con¬

gress of a Slate asking admission into the Union, is it com.
petent for us to decide upon the chaiacter of that constitution
further than upon the question whether it is republican in its
provisions ' The question whether it admits or interdicts sla¬
very does not affect its republican character. It is unnecessa¬
ry for me to refer to what was the condition of the States at
the formation of the constitution. An overwhelming majority
were slave States, and nothing was further from their inten¬
tion than to say that slavery was inconsistent with a republi¬
can Government. The constitution guaranties to every State
a republican form of government. If a State, seeking ad¬
mission, presents a constitution nut republican, Congress
could not admit her into the Union. But when its comes to
dtcide whether the constitution is republican in it character,
the question whether it allows cr interdicta slavery does
not arise; and no one could justly contend that Congreaa
would have the right to refuse admission only because the
constitution permitted slavery. But if you say that territory
wffeh is to be carved iuto States of this Union should receive
no staves in it, you provide in effect that none but non slave¬
holders should go there ; and when the population becomes
sufficiently large to form a constitution and apply for admis¬
sion as a State, the constitution formed by n ui slaveholders,
whom alone you have all »wed to go, will, as a matter of
course, interdict slavery. You will thus accomplish indirect¬
ly what cannot be done directly.
But it is contended that the Supreme Court of the United

States has settled the question of the constitutional power,
and the opinion of John Marshall is invoked. No person has
a higher veneration for the character and sound judgment of
that illustrious man than I have. He s'.ands foremost in the
ranks of the judges of our country, and second to no one in
the age in which he lived. But I have seen no decision of
hit which authorizes the assumption. The question did not
arise in any case. He decided that Congress has the power
of legislation lor iiio Territories. This I contend ; but not Me
absolute, unlimited power.a power controlled by, and not
overriding the constitution.

But I will give you the opinion of " the Father of the Con¬
stitution".the pure and able expounder of the work of his
own hand:'.James Madison. In reply to a letter from Mr.
Monroe, during the Missouri controversy, he say6 :

41 The questions to be decided seem to be.
"1. Whether a itrritoriul restriction be an assumption of

illegitimate power; or,
" £. A misuse of legitimate power ; and if the latter only,whether the injury threatened to the nation from an acquies¬

cence in the misuse, or from a frustration of it, be the greater." On the first point there is certainly room for difference of
opinion, though, for myself, I must own that I have alwaysleaned to the belief that the restriction was not within the true
scope of the constitution.
" On the alternative presented by the second point, there

can be no room, w ith the cool and candid, for blame in those
acquiescing in a conciliator}' course, the demand for which was
deemed urgent, and the course itself deemed not irreconcilea-
ble w ith the cons itution.
" This is the hasty view 1 have taken of the subject. I am

aware that I may be suspected of bejng influenced by the habit
of a guarded construction of constitutional powers ; and I have
certainly felt all the influence that could justly flow from a con¬
viction that an uncontrolled dispersion of the slaves now with¬
in the United States was not onU best for the nation, but most
favorable tor the slaves also, both as to their prospects ot
emancipation, and as to their condition in the mean time."

But the advocates of the constitutional power rely upon
precedent, and confidently point to the ordinance of 1787.
What strength does this give them, rightly understood That
ordinance was not passed under our constitution, but beforeits adoption. How, then, can it be regarded as an interpre¬
tation of the constitution, when, at its passage, the constitu¬
tion was in the womb of futurity } So far, then, as the pre¬
cedents of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin
(the live States carved out of the Noithwestern Territory)
are invoked, upon examination, they rest upon the " baseless
fabric of a vision."
As to the reason cf the passage of the ordinance of 1787,

under the old Confederation, listen again to Mr. Madison :
" I have observed, as yet, in none of the views taken of the

ordinance of 1787, interdicting slavery northwest of the river
Ohio, an allusion to the circumstance that when it passed,Congress had no authority to prohibit the importation of slaves
from abroad ; that all the States had, and some were in the
full exercise of, the right to import ihem ; and, consequently,
tliht there was no mode in which Congress could check the
evil, but the indirect one of narrowing the space open for the
reception of slaves.
" Had a federal authority then existed to prohibit, directly

and totally, the importation from abroad, can it be doubled
that it would have been exerted, and that a regulation having
merely the effect of preventing the interior disposition of slaves
actually in the United States, and creating a distinction among
the States in the »legrees ot their sovereignty, would not have
been adopted, or perhaps thought of.".Atr. .Madison to .Mr.
Monroe, February 10, 1820.

Mark, pander wfll, and apply the testimony of James
Madison. The ordinance of '87 wa< passed, because the old
Cor,federation had not the .power to abolish the African slave-
trade. It was intended as an indirect blow at that trade, by
" narrowing the space open for th&reception of slaved "

" Had a federal authority" then existed, such as is given
under the present constitution, Mr. Madison gives it as his
opinion that tte ordinance of 1787 " would not have i/ten
adopted, or perhaps thought of." Who so competent to
give an opinion as that good and great man, who was an
actor in the scenes of that day ? What, then, becomes of the
boasted precedent of the ordinance of 1787 >

The Missouri compromise is nest relied on as finishing a

precedent. The circumstances under which it passed weak¬
ens, rf it does not destroy, its force. The country was con¬
vulsed and the Union in danger. Statesmen might, and no
doubt did, regard it as a great State necessity. If a violation
of the constitution, the wound was indicted to save the Union
and tte constitution. If a violation of the constitution, it
was by Northern men; it was forced on the South by the
North Vet tl.e South, loving the Union, for peace and har¬
mony, have always been willing to abide by and e.x.tpnd that
compromise. Not so with the North.

Bu*, in further reply to the argument cf precedent, I quote
from a great statesman of the age :
" When gentlemen attempt to carry this measure upon the

ground of -acquiescence or precedent, do they forget that we
are not in Westminster Hall ? In courts ofjustice the utility
of uniform decision exnstsot the judge a conformity to the ad¬
judication of bis predecessor. In the interpretation and ad-
ministration of the law, this practice is wise and proper ; and
without it, every thing depending upon the caprice of the
judj(e, we should have no security for our dearest rights. It
tifar otherwise xehen applied to the tourct i$f Legislation. Here
no ride exists but tin Cosstitutio* ^ and to legislate uponthe ground merely that our predecessors thought themselves
au'hoiized, under simitar circumstances, to legislate, is to
sanctify error and to*perpetoate usurpation."
" This doctrine of precetletiti. applied to the Ijfislature,

appears to me to be fraught with the mo t mischievous conse--j
quences. The great advantage of our system of Government
over all others is, that we have a n.ritW'i constitution, definingits limits, and prescribing its authoritiesi and that however,
for a .time, faction may convulse the nation, and passion and
party prejudice s*ay its functionaries, the season of ref.ect^on
wi.l recur, when, calmly retracing.their deeds, all xberrat'rons
from fundamental principle will be corrected. But once sub¬
stitute practice for principle, the exponam of the co.istit tfron
for the text of the constitution, and in vain shall we look for the
instrument in the instrument itself! It will be as diffused and
intangible as.the prbtended constitutional England, ami'Siuat
be sought for Vu the statute boqk, in the fugitive journals of
Congress, and in reports of the Secretary of the"Tneaaury.What wottld be our eondition if we were to take the int- rpre-tations given to that sacred book which is, or ought to be, the
criterion of our faith, for the book itsell > We siiouM find
the holy Bible buried ImnksmIi the interpretations, g'osses,and Comments of councils, synnda, and learnedih\in**, which
have produced swarms of intolerant and fu<-iouaseels, partak¬ing less of the mildness %nd meekness of their origin than of a
vindictive spirit of hostility towards each other. They ought
to aiford us a solemn warning to malce that ctrut tntion, which
¦are havt rtptt-n to support, otr invariable fiotltt.".Air. Clay's¦Speech in the Senate the United State*, lili,

Mr. Chairman, h&ve I rot established that the Wilmot
proviso is u neons itutiunal? Congress h«s no power to pass ii,
The South made great concessions, m .voting with auohunanimity* for the " Clayton compw»ii«e bill." Sh» thus

maniliesteJ her deep devotion to the Union. Moet Southern
men (and I with them) thought that the shield of the const'-
tution would protect slave property carried to the Territories.
But Southern men, of eminent abilities high, legal 'attain¬
ment*, and elevated poaiiion, differed, and ware unwilling to
mik« the surrender, as they thought, ol Southern rights,Tbe question was to be decided by the Supreme Court. The
owner of slave* would o«cs*Mrily tave involved himself in

expensive and harassing litigation. Thia considerationwould certainly have prevented many from being taken
there. Tbe South did not think the Territories would be u
proper theatre for stave labor. She did not mean, however,
to yield the principle, that tbe precedent might hereafter be
urged against her. The North concurred in the opiuion thatNature had marked it a* the proper theatre for free labor j yet,in the arrogance of power, she demanded tbe precedent that
in theae Territories, and in all wbich might be "hereafter
acquired," slavery should be interdicted. Waiving my opin¬ion as to the safety of slave property carried to these Territo¬
ries, I readily admit that the national opinion seems to be
against the legality of slavery there, without legislation) and
from this, in conjunction with the expressed opinion of one,if not more, of the judges of the Supreme Court, I would now
have no confidence in that tribunal deciding in favor of the
South. Am I not correct, then, that the South made great
concessions for the peace and harmony of this Union in voting
lor the " Clayton compromise bill ¦"

If I have sustained tbe position that the Wilmot proviso is
unconstitutional, I think I can make it clear that Congress
has tbe power, and it is its duty, to legislate for the protec-tion of slave property carried there.
The Territories are the common property of the Stales of

thii Union. The States have the right to require such legis¬
lation as may be necessary to protect the property of its citi¬
zens who may choose to emigrate. If, under the Mexican
law, the cottons, the woollens, the machinery, and all the
manufactories of Massachusetts were interdicted in California,
or there was a serious doubt of their safety under those laws,
would not the people of Massachusetts insist, to a man, that
Congress should pass such laws as might be nccetsary to giveits citizens security for their property when landed in the Ter¬
ritory ' What would be the tide of indignatiou runningthrough the "Old Bay State,".and all others similarly situ¬
ated, if the South resisted it, and resis'ed it, too, on sectional
grounds.that Massachusetts ought not to manufacture ; that
by depriving her of a market the goods should rot on her
hands, and all her splendid establishments be broken up ?
As, by the Mexican law, slavery is interdicted in California,and serious doubts exist whether the Constitution of the Unit¬
ed States will protect slave property which may be carried to
that Territory, has not the South the right to require of Con¬
gress such legislation as may be necessary to secure her rights
to such properly of her citizens who may choose to take it to
stub Territory Wherein do the cases differ ? The fable
will answer : " 'Tig your bull which has gored my ox."
Congress has the right to legislate. But it cannot discrimi¬
nate in favor of one Slate, or one class cf States, to the pre¬judice of the rest. Congress should legislate so as to carry
into effect this resolution which I have drawn up, as express¬ing rhy opinions upon the subject.

Retailed, That the Territories, the common property of
the State* of this Union, should be open to all its citizens;that all who emigrate, from each and every State, are equallyentitled to legislative protection for property, which is recog¬nised as such, under the laws ot the State from which they
may emigrate.
wny, wiu you seek to monopolize all tbe Territories we

bave arid all the Territories we may in future acquire > Is
it humanity to the slave ? Will it improve his condition f
Heed what Mr. Madison says in the extract I have read.
The extension of slavery within our borders, wherever that
labor is proti.able, conduces to the comfort of both master and
slave. It tends to ameliorate his condition, and make the in¬
stitution more manageable to any State which may choose to
pass a prospective emancipation law. Wtere slave labor is
profitable it will go $ where not, it will stop. It will regulate
itself, with amelioration to the slave, justice to tie master, and
safety to the Union.

Is it for the sake of poliical power ? This is avowed by
many, and felt by all. Does the North complain of the rep¬
resentation of three-fifths of our slaves 1 It is a part of the
constitution, and a fundamental article. Will confining sla¬
very to its present limits diminish that representation ? The
African slave trade is cutoff; the Wilmot proviso would op¬
erate alone upon the slaves in the country. If 100,000 were
taken from Virginia and transferred to California, they would
cease to be represented in Virginia, but would be in Califor¬
nia. How, then, does the mere transfer from one State to
another increase the power of the South in the House ofRep-
rcsentatives ? Not at all. In tbe Senate it is different, and
there the political power of the North would be increased. I
said the political power in the South would continue the same

by the mere exchange of the slaves now in the States from
one State to another. But it is professed by the North that
their policy is to coop them up within the present limits un¬
til they become so numerous that their continuance as slaves
will be intolerable to the South. Itjs to force emancipation,
without reference to the consequences to either race. He is
ignorant of Southern society, at.d understands nothing of hu¬
man nature, who supposes that emancipation in the South
can be safely effected by leaving them in the cr untry. No,
this cannot be done. The poorest white man in the Sjuth
would resist it, and seal that resistance with the last drop of
blood which warms his heart. There is a distinction in the
races of the South; they are not equals ; they are masters
and slaves ? superiors and inferiors.- They have been so for
generations, and will continue so. The prejudices of color
can never be overcome upon Southern soil. Coop them upin their present limits, and you may force a war between the
races; but it will be a war of extermination to the blacks,
with scenes of horror which history has painted in other coun¬
tries. But fanaticism, under the garb of philanthropy, would
press it to these consequences, and the mass of the North,
whilst condemning, still lend a helping hand. Is this the
spirit of brethren ' Is this no grievance to the South } Does
she unjustly complain of legislation intended to effect and
necessarily bringing about such results ?
Un tbe question of constitutional justice, I demand with

what propiiety can it be asked by. Northern men that the
common property of tbe Union, paid for out of the common
treasury, and won by tbecommrn valor, should be monopo¬
lized by the North } that the South should have no part nor
lot in the matter ? that a slave Sfrile to be formed out of that
Territory should not be admitted into the Union ? Are you
treating us as equals ? I ask gentlemen, are you treating us
as freemen.as tbe descendants of noble sires * Our fathers
were the equals of your fathers ; their sons a-e your equals.
We claim no superiority ; but, with the blessing of God, with
strong hearts and firm nerves, let whatever will come, the
South cannot and will not permit the brand of inferiority to
be marked upon her forehead.
We ask, then, nothing but justice. Are you willing to

award us justice ' If you are, there will be peace, and union,
and prosperity, and happiness. But if this Government,
which was intended as a shield.and a shield to the weak.
should trample under foot the rights of the South and the pro-
visions of the constitution ; if the North appeal to the ballot-
box, (for the tallot-box has become sectioral on this ques-
(ion,) and a*k us to submit, we will appeal to a violated
charter ; we will stand on the very f mniktion on which our
fathers stood ; we will stand on the principles of '76, and the
same spirit that animated them will animate their descendants.
And nt.w, gentlemen, say, will you render us justice * We
ask but our rights. Thir,k not you can press us to the wall,
and meet no resistance. No! "Greek will meet Greek."
You are as brave as we are. But yoar arm will be unnerved
in such an unholy crusade. We will battle upon our own
soil, for our wives, our children, our hearth-stones; a cow¬
ard will bs a hero.

"He is trebly armed whose cause i^just."
Press that issue upon us, and we will appeal to the god of
battles with more faith and stronger confiJence than our fa¬
thers did, when they pledged "life, fortune, and sacred
Aon#r."

Mr. Chairman, what were the great objects for which the
cans'i'ution was formed > The preamble declares it: To
form a more perfect union, to establish justice, to ensure ea¬

rnestic tranquillity, to provide for the common defence, to
sezure the blessings of liberty to ouraehts and our posterity
D >es the agitation of the slavery question establish justiv ?

To this there is o> negative response in the heart of every
honest man. Djw it ensure domestic tranquillity ? Let the
embittered feelings, the wide spread dissensions, the tearful
apprehentions which now distract Congress, are convulsing
.he nation, and shaking our Union to Us deepest foundations,
let them answer. Does it tend to.the common dzfence?
Jn union, there is strength ; in disco+d, weakness. Does it
secure the blessings of liberty to our-olves and our posterity ?
It is hazarding these blessings to every section of ttu Union.
Speak, then, men of the North, the-calming words»," Peace,
be still.''

I ask members, from the North, and through them I ask
their constituents* does the agitation of the slavery question
promote one of tfutse objects ? Yea ! I will at* if it does
not defeat them all > A p°rlect.union is a union, of interest;
a union o<f brotherly affection and love ; that an injury to the-
weakest member of the North sbou'd be felt by every South¬
ern heart, and a wound infiktcd upon the feeblest Southern
State should meet with a geurous response in every Northern
bosom v An iajury by a stranger's hand is felit and resenud ;
but oh '* how painful the wound ai.d bitter the feelings ohen
inflicted by a brother's. I beseech you to pause ; by the rne-
mori;»3.of the past and the hopes cf the future, break a*t the
last golden cord ; let tts weave them anew and biaJ them
around the Union wiih the patriotic fervor of our nobis ances¬

tor*.. Let us come together with brotherly love, and sacrifice
upon the altar q( the Union every unhappy sectional feeling ;
let the pure hicense of patriotism ascend from our hearts,
a& it did from those of Washington, of Hancock, of Madi¬
son, of A Jarni. Let us think of the glorious destiny before
us, with a "perfect Union let us thiiik of the millions who
are to succvkI us, and the curses which will rest upuu us,
should we. be faithless to the sacred trust we hold for pusteri'y ;
think of the oppressed nations cf the earth who are looking
wi h hope to our beacon-light of freedom. Oh, extinguish
not that I ghi! Crush not those hop?s ! Let that " mus¬
tard seed" which our fithers planted g-ow until its roots
shall penetrate earth's centre, and its branches spread until
all cations shall rest in peace and liberty under its shade '

Brethren of the North, let your patriotism rise with tbe crisis ;
the times require it; not a moment can be lost. Think not of
''political tombstones?" think of our country; take the re¬

sponsibility cf saving tbe Union. It is in your bands. Tell
youi constituents so. The upheaving of tbe national bosom

will sustain you. It require* (tout hearts and firm nerve*.
You have both. Do it! Posterity will rue up and call youblessed. "The Union one and indivisible, now and forever
but the Un'wn with the Constitution.

TELEGRAPH REPORTS, See.

The European Steamer Niagara arrived at
Halifax on Thursday. No account of her news
had reached here at a late hour last night.

Dates from Sim Fx to the 6th February have been re¬
ceived by persons who lately arrived at St. Louis. There i*
no new* at S|inta Fe. The plaint are covered with snow to
the depth of twenty inchea. The Apache Indiana evince
much hostility, and continue their depredation* upon travel¬
lers. One of the party, who came overland from California,(having left there on the 20th November,) saya that the road
ia literally atrewn with property of every description which
had been thrown away by the emigrants.
The Thkmoxt House, at Boston, suffered some damageby lire on Thursday forenoon. It caught in the attic, and

caused much consternation and excitement amongst the
¦umerous inmates of that extensive hotel. The extent of
the damage is not stated.

Baltimore, March 22.5 P. M.Our yiarket is rather unsettled, dealers holding ciT for the
steamer. Salts of 700 barrels Howard street flour at $4.62 ;City Mills same ptice. Sales of red wheat at 113 a 114 cents ;white do. 108 a 112. Corn is steady: sales of white at 49
a 50 cents, and yellow 51 a 53 r oats 32 a 33, Nothing newin provisions or groceries.
The receipts of tobacco are increasing, and the market

throughout the week has been rather quiet. No sales of mo¬
ment. The tendency of prices is rather to decline. The im¬
portations are 359 hogsheads, of which 339 are Maryland.There is nothing doing in wool, and prices tending to de¬
cline. Wbiskey 24 a 25 cents.

Stocks are more active. Sales of $ 10,000 U. S. 6'a (1867)at 114g; 225 shares Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at 55;Baltimore and Susquehanna do. 20$ ; Maryland 6's lOljfbid, 102} asked.
The money market is more easy, with free discounts on

liberal terms.

K&& KEGULAB 1,1 JfE.
New York, Alexandria, Washington, aud Georgetown

PACKETS.
Schr. FAIRFAX C. Penfield, Master.
Do EMPIRE Rulus Knapp do
Do STATESMAN J. D. Cathelf do
Do WASHINGTON... .J. Kendrisk do
Do SENATOR W. Kirby do
Do HAMILTON A. Dayton do
Do ARLINGTON H.Lewis do

One of these vessels will sail trom New York on Saturdayof each week, (or oftener,) during the business season.
For freight or passage apply to the masters on board, or to

STURGES,* CLEARMAN & CO.,
110 Wall street. New York.

S. SH1NN & SON, Alexandria.
roar sjj F- & A. H. DODGE, Georgetow n.

Great saleoibooks, drawings,paint.iugs. Engravings, and Statuary at Auction, byorder ot the assignee and administrator of the late William
A. Colmait, long known as & collector and dealer in rare
Books and Works of Art,

BY COOLEYk KEESE, (Jouw Keebe, Auctioneer,)-it %\'o. 304 Broadway, JK'ew York,Commencing on Wednesday, the 10th of April, and continu¬
ed for seven days.This extensive sale will include Mr. Colman's private libra¬

ry, and will comprise more than four thousand numbers, em¬
bracing.
A very Urge and rare collection of the old Classics
More than sixty numbers ot BibliographyIllustrated Works, including many ol the best, and of the

finest proof plates
The division of Poetry and the Fine Arts is quite unique,and will make the entire sale of the last evening.A subscriber's copy of Audubon on the Birds of America,the plates of w hich are destroyed and the work out ot print.valued at $1,000
One copy of Mutee Royale and Musee Francis
A fine tolio copy of HogarthTravels of Maximilian, illustrated with many colored draw¬

ings.valued at $150
Shakspeare Illustrations, 2 vols. 4to., comprising Etchings

and Proofs.very scarce, valued at $125
One copy Encyclopedia Britannica, $160
Penny Cyclopaedia, early London sopy, 27 volumes
Smith's Catalogue Raisonne, 8 volumes, royal 8vo.
Antiquities of Herculameuiu, 6 volumes, folio
A Urge and entirely unique Scrap Book, mostly original

American and English Drawings
Also, the well-known set ot six Marble Busts of the Napo¬

leon Family, valued at $2,500.
And among the Paintings, the Dying Gladiator, valued at

$5,;>00 ; the Roadside, by Agasse, $l,W0.
Also, a tine collection of Water Color and Pencil Draw ings,

by the celebrated artist*, Holland, Leigh, Gunton, and others.
Terms : All purchases to the amount of $300 and over, four

months' credit, for approved notes, or 2i per ccnt. discount
for cash ; smaller amounts, for cash on delivery.The stock may be examined a few days previous to the sale.

Orders or bids for any work will be caretuHy attended
to if sent to the Auctioneer, or they may be execeted by the
nearest bookseller.

&3T Orders or bids received and catalogues may be examin¬
ed at the store ot Tailur is Mauri, Pennsylvania avenue,
near 9th street. mar 'J

A RARE CHANCE FOR CAPITALISTS*.Per¬
haps a more rare chance for profitable and handsome

investment has not occurred for a long time than the present.
The subscriber otters at private sale his beautiful and fine es¬

tate, situated on the Potomac river, in Charles county, Mary¬
land, about twenty miles below Alexandria and thirty from
Washington, containing about 731 acres, with a variety of
soil, from the fine flowery soil for making the No. 1 bright vel-
Jow tobacco, to the alluvial bottom and stiff" clayey soil for
wheat and meadow land, with a large proportion of the latter.
The improvements consist of a large, commodious, and

well-arranged dwelling house, with pantries, closets, and fine
dry cellars, and built at a cost of nearly $6,000, located on an
eminence from which the prospect commands a view ot near¬

ly the w hole larra, a view of the Potomac and adjacent coun¬

try, which is picturesque and beautiful ? also, ot au overseer's
house, lour No. 1 hoi ses for servants, stable, and carriage
house, three fine bams, one among the best corn-houses in

the country, a rat-proot meat-house, dairy, ice-house, fire¬
proof ash-fiouse, with all the necessary poultry-houses, &c.
The whole buildings are nearly new, built in the best style,
and of the best materials.
The peach and apple orchards are extensive, and are ol the

beat budded and grafted kinds, now in full bearing ; together
wiih a great variety of other choice fruits, sucti as grapes,
quinces, cherrits; apricots, plums, pears, raspberries, straw¬

berries, £<o. The adjacent waters abound in the finest fish
and wild fowl in their season. It is convenient to churches ol
different persaasions, to grist and saw milfeyto post office and
blacksmith shop, fctc. The facilities of gattmg its products
to market by vessels and steamboats are very great; 1,000
bushels of wheat can be shipped in a day-. The place is ac¬

knowledged by all who know it to be a. healthy oue. The
whole estate would make three desirable-sized farms, and
would be sold altogether, or in three parts, as. may be de sira-
ble ; one of JUS, one of about 236, and one of about 900 acres.
The place ia well watered, has a superabundance of-wood, and
an immense quantity ot fine locust and ship timber. L.ime in
any quantity can be contracted for to be delivered wit'ain half
a mile of tlie dwelling at eight cents per bushel.
The adjoining farm, containing.only 400acres, and no better

land than this, has been rented out for. three years tor one-third
ot the crop, which thirJ amounted to more loan $1,00 0 per year
for the two first years,, and upwards-of $1,100 the tfoird year.

Persons wanting Mich an estate, or a part of it, woild do
well to visit it and j for thimwlvea, for to aee it wgultl be
but to admire and appreciate its worth. Disint eres'ad gen¬
tlemen, of high standing and good judgment, vhr.n speaking ot
this farm, have said that, taking.ail things into consjderation,
the character and quality of lite improvements, its I oeal advan¬
tages, Sic., in thvir opinion it whj certainly ai ,d decidedly
the best, farm in the county. CHARLES I±. PYE,

oct 6.wNItf Near Port Tobaeco, Charles . county, Md.
LAW SCHOOL

Of Harvard Colltgf.-, Coatbridge, M< machusetfx.
npHIS Institution affordsa complete cou rse of legal educa-
JL tion for the Bar in any af tne UniU ,d States, exceptingttttly matters ot m. rely lccal law and pra ctice, and also a sys¬tematic oourse of instruction in commer cial law for those who
propose to engage in mercantile pursui {».

T he Law Library, which is constat increasing, contains
now about 14,000 volumes. It inch jries g vtry complete col¬
lection of American and English Lt- ^nd the principal works
of the civil and other toreign law. ;s open to students, andwarmed and lighted lor their us g during both terms and va¬
cations.
The first term in each acad emictl year begins in the last

week of Auya»t, and the seer ^,] term the last week of Feb¬
ruary. Each term continu es twen'y weeks. Students are
admitted at any period of term or vacation. The fees are
$50 a term, and $*5 for h jjf a term. For this aum studenta
have the use ot the law 1 jbrary and text books, and of the col¬
lege library, and may a'.tend all the courses of pablic lectures
delivered to the undergraduates of the University.The instructors of the Law School are Hon. Joel Parker,
LLl)., Roy all Profe asor; HonlTHitopHiLCs Parsoss.LL.D.,
Dane Professor; »J0n. Fredrick H. Alliji, University
Pruf ssor; and W.on. Lutrkr S Cusmwn, Lec urer upon
Parliamentaiy I aw, the Civil Law, and Criminal Law. In¬
struction is given by lectures, recitations, and examinations,
and moot courts.
For further information application may be made to either

of the inatructors. JARED SPARKS,
mar 6 President.

American ybar-boom. of facts, ibso,
prepared in the style of the English work of the same

title, and designed for those who desire to keep pace with the
advancament of science and art.to be published annually.
Price, in paper, $1 ; in cloth binding, $1.25.

For sale in Washington by
TAYLOR fc MAURY,
mar 19. Booksellers, near 9lh street.


